
Every	year	since	Schoolreaders	started	we	have	doubled	the	number	of	
children	supported	with	a	weekly	one-to-one	reading	session.		Over	7,200	now	
benefit	from	Bme	with	a	Schoolreader	each	week.	That’s	a	lot	of	children.	

This	has	only	been	possible	because	of	our	wonderful	volunteers	who	give	
their	Bme	and	commitment	so	freely	and	are	the	gold-dust	of	the	scheme.	The	
recogniBon	by	our	partner	schools	of	the	value	of	the	support	and	their	
feedback	on	its	posiBve	impact	has	also	been	essenBal.	Final	recogniBon	goes	
to	our	supporters	and	donors	without	whom	the	scheme	could	not	funcBon.	

Most	people	are	aware	that	illiteracy	remains	a	problem	in	our	society	and	
with	one	in	four	children	leaving	primary	school	unable	to	read	to	the	required	
standard	the	Schoolreaders	scheme	is	set	to	grow.		Schoolreaders	is	unique	in	
that	it	recruits	volunteers	for	any	primary	school	in	the	country	at	no	cost	to	
the	school.	This	ensures	that	any	child,	irrespecBve	of	the	financial	situaBon	of	
their	school,	can	receive	reading	support.	

Schoolreaders	is	able	to	offer	this	service	to	schools	for	free	due	to	its	very	low	
overheads.	However,	we	do	have	to	raise	some	funds	and	we	do	this	in	a	range	
of	ways	such	as	holding	events,	geJng	support	from	our	partner	schools	and	
approaching	charitable	trusts	that	support	children’s	iniBaBves.	We	are	also	
dependent	on	faithful	supporters	who	donate	regularly	through	a	standing	
order	and	some	people	have	kindly	leL	giLs	in	their	wills.	

Our	first	five	years	has	demonstrated	the	great	need	for	and	effecBveness	of	
the		Schoolreaders	scheme.	Our	aim	is	to	replicate	the	level	of	support	that	we	
already	provide	in	some	parts	of	the	country	where	25%	of	the	primary	
schools	have	two	Schoolreaders	volunteers.	This	will	mean	that	67,000	
children	will	be	supported	across	the	country,	helping	their	literacy	and	
increasing	their	life	opportuniBes.	What	a	wonderful	ambiBon	and	a	very	
realisBc	one	with	everyone’s	help.

Our Schoolreaders will 
spend 48,750 hours 
volunteering this year.  
That’s long enough to listen 
to the complete 
Harry Potter series 
more than 800 times!

48,750
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It’s five years since the idea for Schoolreaders came to the charity’s founder,  
Jane Whitbread. The scheme began in 2013 with just 12 Bedfordshire schools and a 

group of willing volunteers recruited from friends, contacts and neighbours, supporting 
200 children.  Now Jane reflects on the amazing growth of Schoolreaders and tells us 

how the scheme is responding to the need for reading support in our primary schools.
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Schoolreaders volunteers 
support children in 

384 schools across England.
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7,200 children spend time 
with a Schoolreader each 
week of the academic year
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95%
95% of teachers at our 
partner schools report 

that children who spend 
time with a Schoolreader 

are more likely to 
read for pleasure

Schoolreaders is such a 
fantastic idea. It has 
been so nice having 
people who are so 
dedicated to the 
progress of individual 
children. Such a positive 
impact on reading!
-	Teacher	at	a		
		HerPordshire	School

“

“

Dear friends, volunteers and supporters,

On behalf of all the children 

Jane Whitbread
We celebrated Schoolreaders’ 5th birthday with a 

delicious surprise cake made by one of the committee.

benefiting from your varied 
contributions, a very big, heartfelt,

THANK YOU!



 

Our	partner	schools	undertake	to	provide	you	with	
any	necessary	guidance	and	training,	and	you	 can	
access	further	ideas	via	the	‘Volunteer	
resources’	page	on	our	website.	
Here	you’ll	find	a	link	to	Oxford	
Owl,	an	award-winning	website	
with	thousands	of	Bps,		phonics	
training,	storytelling	ideas,	and	
downloadable	informaBon	sheets.
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Fundraising to keep the Schoolreaders service free
We’re	oLen	asked	why	we	have	to	fundraise	–	and,	in	parBcular,	why	it	takes	an	average	of	£15	to	
support	each	child	through	a	school	year	when	our	amazing	volunteers	are	unpaid.		The	money	we	raise	
pays	for	the	small	team	who	match	our	volunteers	with	a	school,	and	keep	in	touch	with	both	Schoolreader	
and	school	thereaLer.	There	are	also	some	costs	associated	with	our	newsleXer	and	our	website	which	are	
so	important	for	recruiBng	and	staying	in	touch	with	schools	and	volunteers.		
You	may	like	to	consider	making	a	GiL	in	your	Will	to	Schoolreaders.	With	your	help	we	can	support	even	
more	children	with	their	reading	for	many	more	years	to	come.	For	more	informaBon	please	contact:	
office@schoolreaders.org	or	call	us	on	01234	924222.

Huge thanks to all our valued supporters and volunteers who help keep our charity going. Special thanks go to: CHK 
Chari;es for paying for our Development Co-ordinator for 2 years, the Blevins Franks Charitable Founda;on for paying for 
a laptop, and the Worshipful Company of Armourers and Brasiers for paying for this newsleGer. Other generous donors 
include: The Garfield Weston Founda;on, The Tudor Trust, The Harpur Trust, The IbbeG Trust, Essex Community 
Founda;on, The Hill Family Fund and Suffolk Giving Fund administered by Suffolk Community Founda;on, and The Worth 
Waynflete Founda;on. 

THANKS to our supporters

www.schoolreaders.org

Thanks	to	all	those	clubs	who	took	part	in	our	first	Book	
Club	Challenge.		If	you’re	sBll	puzzling	over	which	four	
English	words	end	in	‘-dous’,	or	struggling	to	remember	
what	gave	the	Gruffalo	a	fright,	you	can	find	the	
answers	on	our	website.	We	had	a	fantasBc	response	to	
the	quiz	and	heard	from	many	of	you	about	what	an	
enjoyable	evening	you	had.		CongratulaBons	to	our	
winners,	Gulliver’s	Girls	WI	
Book	Club	from	Suffolk,	
whose	8-strong	team	
earned	themselves	a	case	
of	Prosecco.	Please	register	
on	our	website	for	the		
2019	Book	Club	Quiz.

SCHOOLREADERS
book club
challenge 2018

Coffee mornings

Lots of coffee and cake was consumed at two 
coffee mornings held to thank our wonderful 
Suffolk Schoolreaders.  Our volunteers loved 
meeting each other, exchanging stories and asking 
questions. We found that each school attended by 
the Schoolreaders deploys the volunteers in very 
different ways, specific to the needs of the school.  
The volunteers were unanimous in their enjoyment 
of their time at school, and the feeling is shared by 
the children they see; one volunteer is described 
as the ‘children’s treat’ by her class teacher.

Resources for  Schoolreaders Volunteers

Sharing ideas at county level

22 students at Saffron Walden County High School 
in Essex gave up the last day of their summer term 
to raise funds for Schoolreaders.  After a talk on 
historical writing by Clare Mulley – a local author 
whose books include biographies of Hitler’s two 
female test pilots – the 
students produced their own 
piece of writing. Their essays 
were judged by Clare, who 
declared that outstanding work 
had been produced.  Huge 
thanks to the students for 
raising £170.

Essex Write-a-thon

Clare	Mulley	



 

Harry and Chris were enjoying a busy retirement 
after successful teaching careers. With their 
family grown up and more time on their hands it 
was the ideal moment to take up a new 
volunteering opportunity, but what should that 
be? Chris heard about Schoolreaders from 
friends and was the first of the couple to join up. 
Although her familiarity with the classroom 
environment helped her to feel comfortable as 
soon as she stepped into her school, she says 
that anyone who enjoys spending time with 
children will find themselves completely at home 
within just a few sessions.  Harry, who saw how 

much Chris was enjoying her volunteering time, 
soon followed her into Schoolreaders.   
Harry and Chris volunteer at Gothic Mede 
Academy, a primary school in Arlesey in 
Bedfordshire.  They spend the whole of 
Wednesday morning each week there, arriving 
at 9.30am, and leaving when the children have 
lunch just after noon.  Chris helps with the Year 1 
children.  Harry works with the children in Year 4, 
listening to up to ten children read from their 
Reading Scheme books over the course of a 
morning.  He is helping them become more 
fluent and, even more importantly, getting them 
to tease the meaning out of stories.  The 
children love talking about character and motive 
and are not even aware that they are being 
guided towards better comprehension when 

they sit chatting with Harry.   
Asked about the most satisfying 
aspects of being a Schoolreader, 
Harry mentions an occasion when 
a child who remained largely silent 
in lessons opened up and talked 
excitedly to him about the book 
they were looking at. 
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Volunteer interview
Harry and Chris Cernik

Harry	and	Chris,	who	are	both	reBred	teachers,	joined	Schoolreaders	three	years	ago,	and	
say	they	love	every	minute	of	their	Bme	back	in	the	classroom.

www.schoolreaders.org
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Chris and Harry listening to  
children at Gothic Mede Academy

BRAIN teaser!
Can you put these groups in order, earliest first?

Fictional heroes (date of publication): 
Robinson Crusoe, Huck Finn, Emma (Woodhouse)

Writers: Charles Dickens, Mary Shelley, 
Thomas Hardy

Poets: Ted Hughes, TS Eliot, John Betjeman

Actors: Judi Dench, Tom Hanks, Michael Caine

Prime Ministers: Harold Wilson, Margaret Thatcher, 
James Callaghan

1.

2.
3.
4. 

5.

Although a large vocabulary helps, truly excellent 
Scrabble players know that there are some 
words that are more helpful than others. These 
two-letter words are all to be found in the 
Collins Official Scrabble Dictionary and are 
worth remembering!

Ai - A three-toed sloth

Aa - Rough, cindery lava
Os - A bone

Po - Short for chamberpot

Gi - A judo or karate costume
Oe - A grandchild (Scots)

Da - A Burmese knife
PTO for answers

It has been a real pleasure to have Harry and Chris supporting children's reading at Gothic 
Mede. There has been a significant, positive impact on the engagement and confidence of 
the children that they have read with over the last few years. Schoolreaders has proved 
itself invaluable. Thank you for a fanatastic scheme!

Mr Warlow, Acting Vice-Principal at Gothic Mede describes Chris and Harry's contribution:



SCHOOLREADERS LITERACY 
HERO!
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Tell	us	about	your	approach	to	wri2ng	for	very	young	children.		
I	tend	to	think	of	my	picture-book	texts	as	small	achievements	because	they	don’t	take	long	to	write.		But	
picture	books	can	be	mesmerisingly	wonderful,	and	they	are	borrowed	from	libraries	far	more	oLen	than	
books	for	older	children,	so	they	maXer.		And	did	you	know,	if	you	write	18	words	on	a	bath	book	for	babies	
it	becomes	a	book	rather	than	a	toy,	so	free	of	VAT?		The	wonderful	world	of	children’s	wriBng!		

What	do	you	think	it	is	that	turns	children	into	lifelong	readers?	
Young	children	need	a	moBve	to	start	to	read.		That	moBve	is	Story.		Now	that	we’re	hearing	how	prone	
children	are	to	‘addicBon’,	do	let’s	get	them	addicted	to	Story,	which	is	edifying	and	life-enhancing.		It	has	
structure	and	gives	pleasure,	so	easily	embeds	in	the	brain,	and	brings	with	it	the	giL	of	wide	vocabulary.	

Why	do	you	think	some	children	lose	their	interest	in	reading	as	they	grow	up?	
There	is	a	moment	at	school	when	‘reading	and	wriBng’	becomes	a	subject.	Suddenly	there	are	skills	to	be	
learned	like	grammar,	spelling,	punctuaBon,	and	it’s	a	chore.		All	the	more	need,	then	for	there	to	be	a	
moBve.		Some	reading	MUST	surely	be	for	no	reason	other	than	joy.	WriBng	stories	for	‘use’	in	the	
classroom	is	a	horrible	job	these	days.		Must	include	this.	But	must	exclude	that	...	alcohol,	pigs,	witches,	

death,	weapons,	God;	they’re	all	out	of	bounds...	and	forget	
using	difficult,	complex,	exoBc,	unfamiliar,	outlandish,	curious,	
onomatopoeic...	hard	words.		Remind	me	why?	Must	young	
children	be	plunged	into	a	flavourless	dish	of	monosyllabub?	

Finding	books	to	appeal	to	readers	aged	11	and	up	can	be	
hard.		This	seems	to	be	the	age-group	you	par2cularly	like	
wri2ng	for	–	what	is	it	that	you	enjoy	about	them	as	an	
audience?	
I	write	my	‘older’	novels	because	they’re	in	me,	selfishly,	with	
no	specific	audience	in	mind	–	adult?	teen,	myself?		However,	
their	merits	are	two-fold:		Firstly,	they	offer	an	escape	from	
everyday	life	with	its	rouBnes	and	banaliBes.	And	secondly	they	
breed	empathy	-	a	priceless	skill	to	grasp.		What	does	it	feel	like	
to	be	someone	else?		What	does	the	world	look	like	through	
their	eyes?		How	alike,	how	different	are	we?		Worth	doing?		I	
hope	so.		Generally,	I	tend	to	think	of	wriBng	my	novels	as	
footling	in	comparison	with	people	doing	‘real’,	exhausBng,	
sweaty,	harrowing,	helpful	jobs.		And	then	occasionally	
someone	in	Idaho	or	somewhere	posts	a	review	saying,	‘UnBl	I	
read	this	book,	I	thought	I	was	the	only	person	who	felt	like	
this.’	And	I	think,	‘Good.	That	was	worth	wriBng!’	

Meet a literacy hero

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please email admin@schoolreaders.org
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We	are	delighted	that	Geraldine	McCaughrean	has	agreed	to	be	our	
latest	Literacy	Hero.	This	summer	Geraldine	joined	the	Bny	group	of	
writers	who	are	double	winners	of	the	presBgious	Carnegie	Medal.		

We	talked	to	Geraldine	about	the	significant	moments		
as	children	develop	into	lifelong	readers,	and	the	perils	of	serving	up	

‘monosyllabub’	–	books	with	language	made	bland	for	the	sake	of	
simplicity	and	conformity.

Geraldine McCaughrean

1. Shelley (b 1797), Dickens (b 1812), Hardy (b 1840)
2. Eliot (b 1888), Betjeman (b 1906),  Hughes (b 1930)
3. Caine (b 1933),  Dench (b 1934),  Hanks (b 1956)

4. Callaghan (b 1912), Wilson (b 1916), Thatcher (b 1925)
5. Crusoe (1719), Emma (1815), Huck Finn (1884)


