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Our State of Primary School Reading Survey, in partnership with the Institute for
Research in Education at the University of Bedfordshire, was conducted with our
partner schools in the summer and reveals Schoolreaders is needed more than ever.

Over three quarters (78%) of respondents flagged reading as an area for focus and
concern in their school development plan. 71% estimated that reading ages at Key
Stage 1 (5-7 yr olds) had been negatively impacted by a worrying three months or
more since the pandemic. This figure was 53% for Key Stage 2 (7-10 year olds). 89%
of teachers said there was a greater need for our reading volunteers to help their
pupils catch up, compared to pre-pandemic with many new schools coming to us
asking for five volunteers. 84% of schools reported improved confidence amongst
their children after time with a Schoolreaders volunteer. You can read more details
from our survey on our website.

Consequently, this academic year
Schoolreaders is partnering with more
schools with pupils who are
disadvantaged through economic or
social circumstances and likely to have
been hit hardest by the pandemic.
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After another 12 months of disruption to education,
Schoolreaders continues to be needed more than ever.
Whether you are one of our valued reading volunteers,
partner primary schools, fundraisers or supporters, we
hope this newsletter gives you an update on the
difference we are making to children's literacy
nationwide. Together, we aim to help more children leave
primary school being able to read well, opening doors
and improving their life chances.

Already nearly half (48%) of the
children we support are on Free
School Meals (a measure of
disadvantage) and our revised focus is
taking us into more disadvantaged
areas nationwide.

Covid, and its associated lockdowns,
exacerbated inequalities in levels of
literacy nationwide. According to the
Education Endowment Foundation,
disadvantaged pupils in KS1 are
reportedly seven months behind their
non-disadvantaged peers.

"After Covid closures we are finding

that the reading gap has widened,

particularly for our pupil premium

children. We have children that

would benefit from reading regularly

with an adult, as they don't always get

this opportunity at home."

We love our Schools and Volunteers!

"There is so much enjoyment to be
had from the one-to-one sharing of

a book. I have had funny and
fascinating discussions about ice-
cream flavours, pirates and David

Beckham!"

Janice, volunteer,
Nottinghamshire

Welcome
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If you work for a company and they pick an annual  do consider suggesting Schoolreaders! You can also
support children with their reading at no cost to you by using Amazon Smile, Easy Fundraising or The Giving Machine when
you shop and nominating us as your charity. Find out more on our website - www.schoolreaders.org

A group of avid readers and members of the Solihull U3A (University of
the Third Age) Booklovers Group have been crowned the winners of
our 2021 annual Book Club Quiz for the second time, proving they are
the team to beat!

The group scored a perfect literary score of forty out of forty and won
with their witty tie-break dreamt up by group member, Elaine!

Hilary Derby, one of the group’s founders, commented, “The whole
team is thrilled to have won the Schoolreaders Book Quiz! I think the
secret to our success is that we’re a close-knit group of voracious
readers with many years of reading experience. We’re not afraid to
tackle a wide variety of genres which often makes for lively debate but
also ensures quirky pieces of book trivia stick in our heads! We’re very
supportive of all that Schoolreaders does and are universal in our
agreement that reading books is a sure-fire way to expand knowledge
and a great way to keep children off their devices!”

Leicestershire and Rutland Community
Foundation
Milton Keynes Community Foundation
Suffolk Community Foundation
Essex Community Foundation
Heart of Bucks Community Foundation
The Linder Foundation

to the following Trusts and Foundations who have
supported Schoolreaders recently and whose grants
are making a big difference to expanding our work.

Meet Margaret
one of our new volunteers
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THE AUTHOR FLYING ONTO THE SHELVES IN 2022
Unicorns will be flying into the world of children’s literature next spring with the news that A. F. Steadman has secured a
record-breaking book advance, as well as a film deal, for her first children’s novel, 'Skandar and the Unicorn Thief', due out in
April 2022.

Written for the early teen or young adult age group, 'Skandar' tells the story of Skandar Smith who lives in a world where
unicorns are real but deadly! Skandar is poised to be the must-read children’s book of 2022 and is the first in a series of five.
Annabel will be embarking on a busy schedule of visits to schools, literary festivals, and events next year and is partnering
with Schoolreaders (watch this space!) to ignite the reading spark in more children, particularly those from less privileged
backgrounds. We caught up with her for an initial interview before her life gets too hectic!

Annabel, you experienced hardship growing up, what did it teach you?
My family suffered huge financial trauma and we lost everything, and my overriding memory
of my early teens is having very little money. After food and basics, there wasn’t much left
over for things like school uniform and books. But I was lucky enough to belong to my local
library and I escaped by reading and by working hard at school and won a full scholarship to
Kings Canterbury which opened up new opportunities for me.

What books stand out from your childhood?
Despite our financial difficulties, my mum, my brothers and I were very close and we
bonded over the books we had and our trips to the library. My mum read to me, and in
turn I read to my younger siblings. I still have a soft spot for ‘Spot the Dog’ which is very
‘dog-eared’ now but, as I grew older, I became immersed in fantasy books, especially 'His
Dark Materials' by Phillip Pullman and the Eragon series by Christopher Paolini. Going to
school in the atmospheric town of Canterbury, ghosts, spirits, mysteries and folklore
seemed tangible and definitely helped develop my imagination.

When did you start writing?
I was always scribbling story ideas in notebooks as a child and wrote my first book about
pirates and spies when I was 13 – I couldn’t decide between them so included them both!
The book centred on Izabel, a strong-willed character with red hair and green eyes, loosely
modelled on my teenage self!

Where do you write?
Before Covid I liked to write in the quiet and airy surroundings of the Reading Room at
the British Library but more recently I’ve shut myself away in my room at home with my
two cats for company. 

What do you do when
you’re not writing?

I like to sing with a London
choir called the Lacock

Scholars. My husband is also
a member! We mainly sing

a cappella and focus on
Renaissance music, and it’s a
great way to relax and do

something different with my
brain after a long day at my

computer. I also enjoy
fencing (yes, fighting people

with swords!) – perhaps
that’s where my ferocious

unicorns have some of their
origins!

Are you excited about the next 12 months?
Absolutely! I think it’s going to be a whirlwind but above all I just want children to read my
book and enjoy it. If they’re talking about it in the playground I’ll be over the moon with
happiness.

A 'portmanteau' (French for a large suitcase or hanging
trunk) is a word made up of two separate words. For
example, 'muppet' is a portmanteau of 'marionette' and
'puppet'. See if you can work out the constituent words
of these portmanteaus: 

1. Chortle 2. Smog
3. Mizzle 4. Spork

Some words in other languages are impossible to translate into
English in a single word. Only a full sentence can convey the
complexity of their meanings. Can you work out the correct
meanings of these words from their literal translations? 

1. Kummerspeck, German, literally means 'grief bacon' 
2. Luftmensch, Yiddish, means 'air person'
3. Attaccabottoni, Italian, means 'button attacker' 
4. Drachenfutter, German, means 'dragon fodder'

Quiz Time!

Answers on back page.



www.schoolreaders.org

Race for Reading is Coming

Open to all, set a distance for walking, running,
cycling or swimming (hopping, pogo-sticking and
other ways to race also welcome!) either as an
individual, or in a team with family, dog, friends or
colleagues. Any sponsorship raised, large or small,
will be gratefully received and will help Schoolreaders
support more disadvantaged children learn to read
well. More details on our website.

Follow us on our social media channels - Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter or LinkedIn - to find out our latest
news. Liking and interacting with our posts helps us to
grow our awareness, bringing more schools, volunteers

and supporters to the Schoolreaders family.

Thank you to Moonlight Publishing

Social-ise with US!

Alongside our school reading volunteers, we also have
County Ambassadors and supporters who help with
school and volunteer recruitment and support the
fundraising effort. Like all our volunteers, they are
valuable members of the team and we thank them for
their commitment.

Schoolreaders CIO. Registered charity: 1159157. To find out more
about volunteering or supporting us, call 01234 924111 or visit our
website. If you would like to change the way we contact you, please
email: office@schoolreaders.org

Last year we launched our inaugural Race for Reading campaign.
We were delighted to raise £39,000 and collectively covered
over 34,000 miles in 80 days – the distance around the world
and more!

The event is back from 31st March – 19 June 2022, once again
giving us the chance to follow in the footsteps of fictional
explorer Phileas Fogg.

Quiz Answers
Portmanteau: 1. Chuckle/snort 2. Smoke/fog 3. Mist/drizzle 4. Spoon/fork.
The Untranslatables:1. The fat you put on from over-eating when you are sad
2. An impractical person 3. Someone who won't leave you alone 4. Food given
to placate one's spouse.Puzzles inspired by the Language Lover's Puzzle Book
by Alex Bellos, published by Guardian Faber.
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